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as candidate. Hitler was still an alien and ineligible, but the only
two parties which had not been discredited in the eyes of 50 per
cent of the people by holding office were the Communists and
the Hitlerites. If there was a party contest the issue might
probably lie between these; there would be a period of tension
and excitement and an election day which might see the opening
shots fired in a civil war. Except among the extremist rank and
file everyone feared a contest. The privy council had the obvious
solution—to prolong Hindenburg's term for a year or two till the
crisis was over and the country less in a state of nerves. Unfor-
tunately the necessary legislation to do so would rank as a con-
stitutional amendment and so require a two-thirds majority in
a house in which the government which would have to sponsor
the bill was in a minority of one-third. The solution was excellent,
but its application depended entirely on the action of the parties;
there could be no question here of governing by decree.
Schleicher hoped to solve two problems with one solution;
Hitler was to be offered office on condition of accepting the bill.
Bruening got the length of declaring that, if the President asked him
to do so, he would make way for a chancellor more acceptable
to the Leader. On the negotiations there is an abundant literature
of a most unsatisfactory kind, but the main lines of what took
place can easily be established. There was at once dissension in
the National Socialist leadership. The chancellor's rather pathetic
argument that the nation ought to be spared the ordeal of an
election and that the unanimous support of Hindenburg by the
parties would be in a delicate international situation as striking
a manifestation of national unity as the unanimity of the British
party leaders in 1931, was naturally enough dismissed without
more ado. But while one section held that the one thing not to
be risked was a defeat, the other held that the one thing to be
avoided was the appearance of shirking an appeal to the nation.
There was just a spice of comedy in such a discussion before
an "alien" leader who was ineligible to stand especially when
to him the only thing that was certain was that no one else was
to stand; there were not a few budding ambitions cropped un-
timely on that afternoon. Eventually the pleading of Roehm

